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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Following the end of World War Il, Mount Olive Township grew from a community of under
3,000 individuals to a present population of approximately 30,000.* The creation of the nationwide
highway system, and the resulting convergence of major state and federal highways led to rapid
expansion in the region. By the end of the 1960’s, preserved open space in Mt. Olive Township
consisted of several hundred acres of the Budd Lake Bog, a few small pocket parks, and a newly
acquired developer’s donation under the powerlines for ballfields, known as Powerline Park. By
late 1990 the population had surpassed 21,000 with few gains in open space.

Mount Olive Township residents approved the establishment of a local Open Space Trust Fund for
the acquisition and preservation of lands for open space and recreation in 1995 to acquire and
expand public parkland. One of the first Trust Funds established in Morris County, Mount Olive
has used funds from the municipal Open Space Trust on 19 projects covering 1,918 acres. The
Township has leveraged municipal funds with grants from the Morris County Open Space &
Farmland Preservation Trust Fund, the State Agricultural Development Committee (SADC), and
the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) Program Green Acres Planning
Incentive grant program. Funds from the municipal Trust Fund were used to acquire and develop
Turkey Brook Park, which has been a unifying influence for the Township, due its central location
and premier recreational facilities. It has become the meeting place for residents for sports
activities, trail walking, and family events.

Between 1997 and 2019, the Trust Fund generated $13,821,304 and spent $13,355,028. In recent
years, the levy generated approximately $550,000 a year. As of December 2019, the balance was
$466,276. The Township has used the Trust Fund to purchase land for parks and recreation, restore
historic sites, and develop its premier recreation facilities.

The Township’s Recreation Department provides a diverse array of programs for residents of all
ages and interests. The award-winning team at the Recreation Department maintains a busy
schedule and manages an army of volunteers to lead the many sports, athletic, and community
events taking place in the Township. Updating existing facilities, and constructing new ones, such
as Mount Playmore and Pirate’s Cove at Turkey Brook Park, are the centerpieces of the municipal
recreation program.

Community wellness, quality of life, and robust recreational opportunities are the hallmarks of

Mount Olive Township’s successful open space program. The Plan Update provides
recommendations and goals for the future of the program in the Township.
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GOALS OF THE OPEN SPACE PROGRAM

Mount Olive completed its initial Open Space and Recreation Plan in 1999 and updated it in 2001.
The goal of this plan was “to preserve lands and waters in Mount Olive Township for the purposes
of conservation of environmental resources, outdoor recreation, and the preservation of Mount
Olive’s scenic and historic countryside.” In 2009 the Township completed its Trails Plan, offering
a comprehensive vision for an interconnected system of trails and pathways bringing people from
their homes to parks, local schools, and community centers. In 2018, the Township produced a
report on how to best implement the construction of the trails. The Open Space Advisory Board,
in partnership with the Township Mayor, Administration, and volunteers, have mapped, blazed,
and installed trails throughout the community. The Open Space Advisory Board maintains an
active social media presence providing residents information on the open space and trails in the
Township.

The goals of the Plan Update act as a guide for Mount Olive Township in the identification and
preservation of land for open space and recreation, with an emphasis on protection of its unique
natural resources, farmland, watershed land, and scenic views. The goals reaffirm the Township’s
ongoing efforts that have been in place since the completion of the 1999 Open Space and
Recreation Plan. The Township has worked to protect land for recreation, connect already
preserved lands, and permanently protect the character of its landscape.

The goals guiding the Open Space Advisory Board, and the Township, as it moves forward in its
open space program are consistent with its prior plans, and are as follows:
e Create greenways that connect public park lands.
Provide parks and trails within a 10-minute walk or bicycle ride of every resident.
Ensure the integrity of public open spaces through land management and stewardship.
Support open space lands for a variety of recreation pursuits for residents of all ages.
Secure watershed and aquifer protection.
Protect water quality and quantity by keeping streambanks and the shores of open water
bodies in a natural state.
Safeguard landscape diversity by encouraging farmland preservation.
Complement historic and cultural areas with open space preservation.
Create incentives for regional resource protection and recreation.
Save scenic landscapes and features that evoke memories of Mount Olive Township’s
natural and cultural heritage.
e Encourage physical activity and wellness by providing recreational opportunities, parks,
and trails.

Township of Mount Olive Open Space and Recreation Plan Update 2



COMMUNITY MEETINGS

At the outset of the development of the Open Space and Recreation Plan Update, the members of
the Open Space Advisory Board hosted a kickoff meeting on June 10, 2019. The meeting reviewed
the responsibilities of the Open Space Advisory Board, goals of the open space program, the plan
schedule, and next steps.

The Mount Olive Township Council hosted the first public meeting on the Plan Update on July
23, 2019. The purpose of this meeting was to receive feedback and recommendations on open
space and recreation needs from community stakeholders and residents in the Township. Maps
and goals for the open space program were reviewed and discussed by those in attendance.

On August 28, 2019, representatives from the Open Space Advisory Board, Township Council,
and staff toured the municipality to view open space, parks, public lands, historical sites,
recreational facilities, and potential sites for preservation.

The second public meeting was hosted by the Planning Board on September 17, 2020, at one of its
regularly scheduled meetings. The purpose of this meeting was to present the plan for review and
adoption by the Board as an Element of the Township’s Master Plan.

The tour itinerary, agendas, and handouts for the public meetings are included in Appendix A.

The Township announced the public meetings on their municipal website and in the local
newspapers.

Township of Mount Olive Open Space and Recreation Plan Update 3



HISTORY OF THE OPEN SPACE PROGRAM

i s %, "k

* SOUTH
BRANCH
PRESERVE

Open space and quality of life are important keystones to the Township. The establishment of the
local Open Space Trust led to the preservation of the lands creating Turkey Brook Park. At the
time the Township was negotiating for the acquisition of the park, Morris County was forming its’
successful Preservation Trust. Turkey Brook was funded in the first round of the County Trust.
The subsequent investment in the development of the park has made it a regional destination for
its many active and resource-based (“passive”) recreation opportunities. This also led to the
creation of a municipal grants position and pursuing a broader acquisition program.

Through collaboration, creativity, persistence, and commitment, the town was able to build a
program that grew over the next decade. Working with NJDEP Green Acres, an informal plan was
conceived to target acquisition when land became available. The Township’s Grant Coordinator
would alert the state if land came up for sale that was adjacent to state lands. The state would then
take the lead in acquisition. In this way, several hundred acres were purchased by the state at no
cost to the town. A similar agreement was reached with the Morris County Municipal Utilities
Authority (MCMUA) regarding protection of wellhead properties, and again, several properties
were acquired at no cost to the town. Mount Olive went on to pick up other properties that
expanded existing parks, formed connections to other preserved areas, or had high potential for
recreation or conservation value through their partnerships with other entities.

Municipal Open Space Trust Fund

In November 1995, the voters of Mount Olive Township approved the establishment of a
municipal tax of $0.01 (one cent) per $100 assessed property value to create the Open Space Trust
Fund (OSTF). The OSTF was designated as a dedicated funding source for the acquisition and
development of lands for conservation and recreation. On September 10, 1996, the Township
Council passed Ordinance 27-96 that established the Trust and an Open Space Advisory Board.

In November of 1998, the voters approved an increase in the tax levy from $0.01 (one cent) to
$0.03 (three cents) per $100 assessed property value. However, because of the adjustment in the
valuation of property in the town that year, the governing body increased the open space tax by
$0.015 cents to 2% cents. In November 1999, Mount Olive residents voted to increase the OSTF
tax to $0.03 (three cents) per $100 of assessed property value. Residents also voted to include
farmland preservation as an eligible use of funds from the OSTF. The OSTF is authorized through
Township Code Chapter § 15-57 to be used as follows:
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The funds may be utilized for the acquisition of land by outright purchase, long-
lease, donation, development rights, conservation easements, scenic
easements, Blue Acres projects as defined by N.J.S.A. 40:12-15.7a(1)(g), or as a
down payment for the issuance of bonds for the same purposes at the discretion of
the Township Council. [Amended 3-13-2012 by Ord. No. 8-2012]

term

Moneys from the trust fund shall only be appropriated for an authorized purpose
via a resolution adopted by the Township Council. [Amended 8-19-2008 by Ord.
No. 44-2008]?

Between 1997 and 2019, the Trust Fund generated $13,821,304 and spent $13,355,028. In recent
years, the levy generated approximately $550,000 a year. As of December 2019, the balance was
$466,276. Yearly revenue, expenditures, and balances are outlined in Table 1.

Table 1. Open Space Trust Fund Revenue and Expenditures

Year | Rate Tax Levy Other Income Total Income Expenses Balance
1997 | 0.020 | $155,204.00 $4,815.00 $160,019.00 $0.00 $160,019.00
1998 | 0.011 $80,191.00 $10,045.00 $90,236.00 $49,000.00 $201,255.00
1999 | 0.016 | $240,575.00 $4,381.65 $244,956.65 $175,000.00 $271,211.65
2000 | 0.017 | $281,116.38 $16,038.84 $297,155.22 $300,400.00 $267,966.87
2001 | 0.032 | $540,856.89 $67,470.48 $608,327.37 $649,099.48 $227,194.76
2002 | 0.032 | $577,886.77 $5,689.26 $583,576.03 $499,308.53 $311,462.26
2003 | 0.032 | $601,042.65 $151,133.88 $752,176.53 $387,926.64 | $675,712.15
2004 | 0.031 | $611,745.70 $43,751.68 $655,497.38 $174,670.72 | $1,156,538.81
2005 | 0.031 | $625,216.84 $33,641.67 $658,858.51 $377,957.56 | $1,437,439.76
2006 | 0.032 | $627,433.61 $248,683.59 $876,117.20 | $1,021,459.91 | $1,292,097.05
2007 | 0.031 | $606,226.59 $46,195.05 $652,421.64 | $1,176,310.94 | $768,207.75
2008 | 0.015 | $588,776.36 $664,644.97 $1,253,421.33 | $1,520,967.41 | $500,661.67
2009 | 0.015 | $587,825.97 $84,898.77 $672,724.74 $691,451.50 $481,934.91
2010 | 0.015 | $588,007.77 $717.55 $588,725.32 $664,356.44 | $406,303.79
2011 | 0.015 | $588,727.83 $52,553.16 $641,280.99 $771,954.83 $275,629.95
2012 | 0.02 $590,079.31 $358,973.80 $949,053.11 $999,521.79 $225,161.27
2013 | 0.02 $590,684.31 $27,646.00 $618,330.31 $736,372.33 $107,119.25
2014 | 0.02 $590,711.41 $40,614.94 $631,326.35 $633,690.00 $104,755.60
2015 | 0.02 $597,295.28 $0.00 $597,295.28 $456,323.80 $245,727.08
2016 | 0.02 $592,731.22 $0.00 $592,731.22 $530,801.50 $307,656.80
2017 | 0.0175 | $550,790.80 $36,748.00 $587,538.80 $485,481.98 $409,713.62
2018 | 0.0175 | $555,323.30 $2,163.98 $557,487.28 $622,223.00 $344,977.90
2019 | 0.0175 | $552,048.00 $0.00 $552,048.00 $430,750.00 $466,275.90
Total: | $11,920,496.99 | $1,900,807.27 | $13,821,304.26 | $13,355,028.36

Source: Open Space Revenue and Expenditures (1997-2020) provided by Mount Olive Township CFO
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Properties Preserved using the Township Open Space Trust Fund

Mount Olive Township has used funds from the municipal Open Space Trust on 19 projects
covering 1,918 acres (Table 2). The Township has leveraged municipal funds with grants from
the Morris County Open Space & Farmland Preservation Trust Fund, the SADC, and through the

NJDEP Green Acres Planning Incentive (PI) grant program.

Table 2. Properties Acquired with Funds from the Township Open Space Trust Fund

Mount
- Olive
Year Block Lot Designation | Project Name Park/ Fgcmty Acres Funds
Funded (Location) .
(estimated)
a
State
2700 | 4.01,19 (Non-ROSI)"
Kantor Budd Lake Bog
1998 2700 14, 17 State (ROS') Propertyc Preserve 29.00 $49,000
State
2408 1.2 (Non-ROSI)
7600 71,74
1999 1[5 Turkey Brook Park | 203.62
87.17, 89 ROSI T“rkggr'iro‘)k Turkey Brook $685,760
2000 | 4400 | 9, 26,82 Greenway 259.92
2000 | 6000 | 3 rosl | Welpe:Donated | o 4 ppeacant court | 15.46 | $5,001
Property
Debiasse,
2001 2305 4 ROSI 21 Stonehouse | 21 Stonehouse Road | 1.58 $700
Road Property
8300 3,4 Preserved
2001 Farm Charters Farm School Lunch Farzn 62.212
900 1 (Non-ROSI) (Margaret Noon)
5300 54 . : 45.45
2002 ROSI (CE)¢ | Devlin Property Tinc Road (CE) $341,563
7100 16 56.10
. Firetower Ridge
Multiple Blocks State '
2003 and Lots (Non-ROSI) Crown Towers | Stephens Allamuchy | 613.04 | $222,844

State Parks

2 The funding provided by Mount Olive Township is estimated from documentation received by the Township CFO,
Open Space Advisory Board, and The Land Conservancy of New Jersey. In some instances (such as the Charters
Farm) the Township did participate in the acquisition and provided funds through their state and/or county grants.

b ROSI: Mount Olive Township Recreation and Open Space Inventory (ROSI) filed with NJDEP.

¢ The Kantor Property is on the ROSI, although it is owned by the State of New Jersey.
d Confirmed on the tax record database that Charters Farm is owned by Margaret Noon (April 2020).
¢ CE: Conservation Easement.
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Table 2. Properties Acquired with Funds from the Township Open Space Trust Fund

Mount
- Olive
Year Block Lot Designation | Project Name Park/ F(?‘C'I'ty Acres Funds
Funded (Location) .
(estimated)
a
2003 3700 16 ROSI 241 Route 46 Tulip Park 0.17 $2,302
State
2005 800 6 (Non-ROSI) Mandlebaum | Stephens State Park | 107.2 $41,512
2005 4500 8 ROSI Blue Atlas Drakes Brook Park | 32.09 $62,500
2006 | 1503 | 19 Public Foreclosure | 4 Arrowhead Trail | 0.31
(Non-ROSI) '
20 4 Spring St., 0.10
2006 3700 42 ROSI 225 Rt. 46 Tulip Park 2 86 $2,000
(Bruun) '
5300 8.01 10.88
2008 5202 11 . Baum,' . ' 4.29 $150,000
5201 10 ROSI Silver Spring Silver Spring Manor | 23.26
8 Manor 156.17
2001 5300 26 9.03
Rezamir
4 24
2010 7000 0 Deerfield %
65 Estates 44,96
2010 8100 3.01 Walsh Property The Land 14.01
Non-Profit Conservancy of New
7702 1 Preserve West King Jersey (TLC-NJ): | 49.49
2011 8100 61 (Non-ROSI) Estates South Branch 3.97
8200 1 Preserve 52.95
South Branch
Preserve
2011 8000 8 Addition 11 - 18.84
Smith/Marra
Public Donation: Tax assessor notes:
2013 5000 1 (Non-ROSI) | 158 Route 206 Park/Conservation 1.09
Public Rausa: Tax assessor notes:
2013 7801 13 191 Flanders . 0.53
(Non-ROSI) Park/Conservation
Drakestown Rd
Total: | 1,918

Source: Open Space Revenue and Expenditures (1997-2020) from Mount Olive Township CFO
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County and State Open Space Grants

Morris County Open Space Program

Mount Olive Township has also leveraged its open space program with grants awarded through
Morris County and the NJDEP Green Acres Planning Incentive (PI) grant program. The Pl grant
program awards grant and loan funding to local governments (municipalities and counties) that
have enacted an open space tax and have adopted an open space and recreation plan.® The
Township’s municipal OSTF has been used to support the purchase price of property and the due
diligence (e.g., surveys, appraisals, environmental assessments, and legal fees) expenses required
to complete the transactions.

Mount Olive Township has received $9.2 million in funding from the Morris County Open Space
Trust Fund for 10 projects within the Township, covering 2,204 acres (Table 3).

Table 3. Properties Acquired with Morris County Open Space Trust Fund Grants

Morris
Year . - Municipal County Open
Funded Block | Lot Project Name Park / Facility Acres Funds (OSTF) Space
Funding
1994 Multiple Turkey Brook Tkt;rkeyl/( Brook ) 259.92 $534,000.00
block/lots Park Park/Turkey Broo Yes
1998 Greenway 203.62 $1,250,000.00
2000 Multiple . Firetower $1,000,000.00
block/lots Crown Towers Ridge/Stephens State | 613.04 Yes
2003 Park/Allamuchy $1,000,000.00
2001 | 5300 8 $1,000,000.00
26 Baum Property /

5300 | 8.01 Silver Spring Silver Spring Manor 199.77 Yes
2004 | 5202 | 11 Manor $500,000.00

5201 | 10
2002 | 7600 | 4g | , SunValley Sun Valley Brook | 59 15 No $90,000.00

Brook Greenway Greenway
2005 800 6 Mandlebaum Stephens State Park 100.09 Yes $383,050.00
2005 | 4500 8 Blue Atlas Drakesbrook Park 32.09 Yes $900,000.00
Rezamir -
. TLC-NJ: South
2009 | 7000 | 8401 | Deerfield Estates | g breserve | 134.94 Yes $1,650,000.00
65 (South Branch
South
Headwaters)

7702 1 West Kin TLC-NJ: South

2010 8100 61 E g Branch Preserve 208.85 Yes $301,080.00
states
8200 1 North
Township of Mount Olive Open Space and Recreation Plan Update 8




Table 3. Properties Acquired with Morris County Open Space Trust Fund Grants

Morris
Year . - Municipal County Open
Funded Block | Lot Project Name Park / Facility Acres Funds (OSTF) Space
Funding
South Branch TLC-NJ: South
Preserve Branch Preserve
2010 | 8000 8 Addition 1 - South 17.97 Yes $94,200.00
Smith/Marra 10 Shop Lane
2011 | 7000 | 63 | AbleDevLLC South Branch - 10.34 No $70,800.00
Addition |
Total: | 2,204 $9,273,130.00

Source: Morris County Open Space Trust Completed Projects, Department of Planning and Preservation

In 1995 Roxbury Township received a $500,000 grant to preserve 384.57 acres as part of the
AT&T/Mooney Mountain project. Of this property, 17 acres are located in Mt. Olive Township
(Block 4600, Lots 12 and 32).

Morris County Historic Preservation Program

Mount Olive Township has received a total of $1,567,273 in grants from Morris County’s Historic
Preservation Trust Fund for acquisition, construction, and register nominations of historic places
in the Township (Table 4).

Table 4. Mount Olive Grants Received from Morris County Historic Preservation Trust

. Amount
Year Funded Project Awarded
2003 Former Baptist Church & Schoolhouse $16,320
2004 Former Baptist Church $80,000
2005 Former Baptist Church $80,000
2006 Flanders United Methodist Church- Stained Glass' $19,000
2006 Former Baptist Church- Steeple Base $66,300
2007 Flanders United Methodist Church- Stained Glass $25,960
2007 Seward House- Register Nomination $8,000
2008 Former Baptist Church- Windows Restoration $67,280
2009 Stephens Homestead- Register Nomination $8,880
2011 Former Baptist Church- Phase 1B Exterior Restoration $115,800
2011 Former Baptist Church- Contract Documents $12,400
2011 Seward House- Register Nomination $8,800
2012 Seward House- Preservation Plan $26,280

f The Morris County Grant was awarded to the Church directly, not the Township, as the Church was the applicant
and is privately owned.
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Table 4. Mount Olive Grants Received from Morris County Historic Preservation Trust
. Amount
Year Funded Project Awarded
2012 Waterloo Village- District Expansion® $22,257
2013 Former Baptist Church- Phase Il Exterior Restoration $190,216
2013 Former Baptist Church- Contract Documents $21,800
2014 Seward House- Stabilization $86,360
2014 Seward House- Construction Documents $17,440
2015 Former Baptist Church- Interior Restoration $162,260
2016 Former Baptist Church- Phase 111B Interior $140,000
2017 Seward House- Phase | Exterior Restoration $195,960
2018 Seward House- Phase Il Exterior Restoration $195,960
Total $1,567,273
Source: Morris County Preservation Trust Historic Preservation Funded Sites, 2003-2018

NJDEP Green Acres Program

Green Acres provides funding and technical assistance to municipal and county governments and
nonprofit land trusts to acquire land for recreation and conservation purposes and develop outdoor
recreational facilities. The Township’s submittal of the 2001 Open Space and Recreation, in
conjunction with its adoption of the municipal levy supporting the OSTF, qualified the
municipality for the Green Acres Planning Incentive (PI) grant program for land acquisition, which
is a 50% matching grant program. Mount Olive Township has received a total of $5,359,043.60
for the acquisition of 10 properties since 2000 (Table 5).

Table 5. Properties Preserved with Green Acres Funding
Munici
Year Project - pal Green Acres
Funded Block | Lot Name Park / Facility | Acres Funds Funding
(OSTF)
5300 | 8.01 10.88
5202 | 11 Baum / Silver Sprin 4.29 $326,350.00
2005 | 5201 | 10 | Silver Spring \ PG 75326 | Yes
8 Manor anor 156.17
5300 26 9.03 $1,327,350.00
o300 Conservation
o002 | QA | 54 Deviin Easement: | % | Yes | $142,500.00
RM Property Tinc Road
7100 | 16 2.00

9 The award for Waterloo Village was provided to the State of New Jersey, not the Township, as the site is state-

owned and managed.
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Table 5. Properties Preserved with Green Acres Funding

Munici
FI::S:; d Block | Lot PI\ngrﬁ gt Park / Facility | Acres FS?:ZIS GES’Q d,?r(]:éres
(OSTF)
7100
QFA | 16 54.10
RM
2000 B&H | Turkey Brook | 559 95 | ves | $1,531,150.00
Reality Park
64.0 Rezamir -
. 99.24
1 Déset:t's;d TLC-NJ: South
2010 7000 (South Branch Yes $250,000.00
65 Branch Preserve South | 44.96
Headwaters)
2005 | 4500 | 8 | Blue Atlas Dra‘;e:riro‘)k 3209 | Yes | $962,500.00
Able Dev South Branch -
2011 7000 | 63 LLC Addition | 10.34 No $32,800.00
South TLC-NJ: South
Branch Branch
2011 8000 8 Preserve Preserve South | 18.84 Yes $37,200.00
Addition Il -
Smith/Marra | 10 Shop Lane
7702 1 West King TLC-NJ: South | 49.49
2011 8100 | 61 Estates Branch 3.97 Yes $700,000.00
8200 1 Preserve North | 52.95
Rausa: 191
Flanders Tax assessor
2013 7801 13 notes: Park/ 0.53 Yes $49,193.60
Drakestown .
Conservation
Road
Total: | 877.71 $5,359,043.60

Source: Funding from Green Acres

Non-profit Program

Having an Open Space and Recreation Plan that is adopted by the Planning Board and approved
by the State of New Jersey allows other organizations (such as non-profit land trusts) to contribute
their Green Acres Planning Incentive grant funding to land acquisitions in the Mount Olive. The
Land Conservancy of New Jersey has contributed $854,130 to six projects within the Township.

(Table 6)
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Table 6. Properties Acquired with Non-Profit Funding

Year . . Project TLC-NJ
Funded Block Lot | Designation Name Park Acres | OSTF Green Acres
State Open Stephens
2005 800 6 Space Mandlebaum State 100.09 | Yes $383,050.00

(Non-ROSI) Park
2011 7000 | 63 AbL'?_geV 1034 | No | $55800.00
7702 1 . 49.49
2011 8100 | 61 Wé::afe':g 397 | Yes | $301,080.00
8200 1 52.95
South
Branch
Preserve
2011 8000 8 Non-Profit | Addition 11 - South 18.84 Yes $64,200.00
) Branch
Preserve Smith/
Preserve
(Non-ROSI) Marra (TLC-NJ)
South
2012 7000 | 70 Branch 1182 | No | $32,500.00
Preserve VII
- Vreeland
South
2012 7000 | 53 Branch 638 | No | $17,500.00
Preserve VI -
Mesch
Total: | 253.88 $854,130.00

Source: The Land Conservancy of New Jersey

Farmland Preservation

Over 300 acres of farmland have been preserved in Mount Olive Township since 1999. This land
has been preserved through the county and state farmland programs with grants provided by the
Morris County Agriculture Development Board (CADB) and State Agriculture Development
Committee (SADC). The State of New Jersey provided $4 million in funding and Morris County
awarded $2.4 million to preserve 319 acres of agricultural land in the Township. (Table 7)
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Table 7. Preserved Farmland in Mount Olive Township

Year Project Farm Morris
Block | Lot J Acres County SADC Total Cost
Closed Name Name
CADB
1999 | 8300 | 13 | Hildebrandt '02;2'” 51.03 $683,419.26 | $625,858.01 | $1.309,277.27
2005 | 6600 4 Desiderio | Desiderio 27.02 - $632,338.20 | $1,096,377.16
Church of | Church of
2007 | 5300 58 Light Farm Light 69.36 - $901,669.60 | $901,669.60-
3 School
Charters Lunch
2008 | 8300 Farm 62.21 $261,290.40 | $391,935.60 | $653,226.00
4 Farm
(Margaret
Noon)
2009 | 6000 4 Young Cogger 87.93 - $1,422,498.40 | $2,550,028.00
10 Ashley Anaen
2014 | 6801 | 10.01 Family LEC' 23.84 $628,526.3 $897,297.70 | $1,525,824/00
10.02 | Land, LLC
Marancon Marancon
2015 900 39 | Associates, 54.18 $774,774.00 $0.00 $774,774.00
Farm
LLP
56 Hanna & Tinc
2016 | 5300 ) 13.19 $79,134.00 $118,701.00 | $197,835.00
57 Tinc Farm
Total: 388.76 $2,427,143.96 | $4,088,628.91 | $6,581,517.43

Sources: Morris County Agriculture Development Board: Summary of Preserved Lands (June 2019)
New Jersey Farmland Preservation Program Permanently Preserved Farmland by County (October 2019)

Park Development

In addition to acquisition costs, the municipal OSTF has been used for park development and
improvements projects. Improvements includes projects at Turkey Brook Park, the Baptist Church,
and the historic Seward House. In total, $1,532,316 in municipal funds has been expended on park
and recreation projects. (Table 8)

The Township also received a loan received from Green Acres in 2002 for $500,000 to fund park
development at Turkey Brook Park.

Township of Mount Olive Open Space and Recreation Plan Update
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Table 8. Park Development through Open Space Trust Fund

Improvement Year OSTF Cost
Ordinance #16-00 - Flanders Park Improvements 2000 $30,000.00
Church of the lllumination - Various 2001,2002 $9,500.00
Vasa Park - Various 2002 $2,500.00
Paydown of Debt Ordinance #26-02 — Turkey 2002 $103,714.46
Brook Improvements Supp.
Baptist Church — Various 2002,2003,2006.2012-2016 $165,041.70
Ordinance #8-03 - Baptist Church 2003 $110,000.00
Ordinance #44-04 - Turkey Brook Phase Il Imps. 2004 $30,000.00
Schumann Property 2004 $8,875.90
Ordinance #5-05 - Turkey Brook Phase I11 Imps. 2005 $15,743.00
JMI Property 2005,2006 $75,927.77
2006-2009,
Seward House 2012.2013.2016,2017 $314,492.06
Down payment on Ordlnange #32-07 - Dog Park 2007 $17.500.00
Construction
Down payment on (_)rqunce_#35-07 - Russ Nagle 2007 $50,000.00
Field Lighting
Veterans Memorial 2007,2008 $9,250.00
Flanders Tennis Court Upgrades 2008 $53,800.00
Install Power Infrastructure at Turkey Brook Park 2008 $15,417.50
Weed Control Treattrrr:znl_taireogram/Herb|C|de for 2008-2018 $244.488.59
Renovate Irrigation System at Turkey Brook 2009 $9,964.00
Turkey Brook Paving Upgrade 2009 $15,142.84
Fencing at the Budd Lake Beach 2010 $21,288.00
Able South Branch Additions 2010 $600.00
Turkey Brook Fencing 2011 $24,850.00
Topsoil for LacrosseSFt:r:gs/Waterlme for Food 2011 $2.141.30
Turkey Brook Drainage Project 2012 $3,928.72
Ordinance #18-2014 - Seward House
Improvements - Matching Funds 2014 $20,760.00
Turkey Brook Park Det_entlon Pond Weed 2018 $8,600.00
Harvesting
Ordinance #27-18 - Bap_tlst Church Improvement - 2018 $78.790.00
Matching Funds
Total: | $1,532,315.84

Source: Open Space Revenue and Expenditures (1997-2020) from Mount Olive Township CFO
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PUBLIC AND PRESERVED LANDS

The Open Space and Recreation Plan Update identifies the existing public lands and parks in the
Township based on the tax assessor database. Maps produced for the Plan Update were completed
using ESRI’s ArcGIS 10.8 software.» The parcels and their acreages are included at the conclusion
of this report in the Parcel Data Tables. Property information was gathered from the New Jersey
County Tax Board’s database and confirmed by the Township Tax Assessor and Township Planner
when necessary. All acreages in the Plan Update are rounded to the nearest acre unless otherwise
stated.

The Plan Update maps publicly held land for recreation, conservation, and public use. This
includes tax assessment Class 15: Public and educational properties (Class 15A, C, and F). The
report also maps farm assessed land (Class 3A and 3B) and lands used for private recreation
(assessed as commercial, Class 4A, charitable, Class 15D, or undeveloped, Class 1).

The Township of Mount Olive covers 31 square miles, or 19,840 acres, according to the 2003
Master Plan.* The United Census reports that Mount Olive covers 29.407 square miles or 18,820
square acres.® For the purpose of this Plan Update, the Township’s total acreage as reported by
the Master Plan will be used.

Preserved Land

The Township is home to several state parks, county parks, and municipal parks. Map 1 delineates
the regional parks and open space within and surrounding the municipality. Map 2 details the
parks and public lands within the Township itself.

Municipal Open Space (Class 15C)

The Mount Olive Township Recreation and Open Space Inventory (ROSI) contains municipally
owned lands that are held for open space and recreation purposes. When applying for funding
through the NJDEP Green Acres program, municipalities and counties are required to prepare a
ROSI. When signed, the ROSI becomes a contract under which the municipality continues to use
the lands listed for recreation and conservation purposes.® Mount Olive Township’s ROSI was last
updated in 2009. The official ROSI for Mount Olive Township contains 196 properties totaling

h Acreages mapped using ArcGIS may differ slightly than what is reported in the tax assessor database.
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2,212 acres.' (Appendix B) The Township has been corresponding with NJDEP Green Acres to
correct the ROSI (in October 2013 and February 2014) to remove privately held land from the
municipal ROSI (Appendix B). Map 2 shows the properties under review by the Township and
Green Acres, and this information is also included in the Parcel Data Tables at the conclusion of
the Plan Update.

Properties on the ROSI include both developed and undeveloped
parks within the municipality, as well as historic sites owned by the
town. Municipal parks include Turkey Brook Park, Camelot Park,
Lou Nelson Park, Waterloo Park, Tulip Park, Drakes Brook Park,
Silver Spring Manor, Powerline Park, Lions Park, part of the Budd
Lake Bog, and the municipal beach. Turkey Brook Park, covering
502 acres, is the largest and most popular park in Mount Olive
Township and hosts extensive recreation facilities, the historic
Seward House, a dog park, and trails on the back portion of the park.
(Figure 1)

In addition to named parks, there are 760 acres of unnamed parkland
on the ROSI. Natural features such as woodland, wetlands, stream
corridors, bogs, and steep slopes are protected through their inclusion
on the ROSI.

The Mount Olive Baptist Church and Schoolhouse at 131 Flanders- :
Drakestown Road is an historic site owned by the Township on 1 acre Figure 1. Turkey Brook
of land, and is listed on the ROSI. Park and Greenway

| The Township owns 1,937 acres in fee and 282 acres
in easement.) One of the largest conservation
easement properties, 96 acres, held by the Township
. is located on Tinc Road. Owned by Jill Devlin, the
Township preserved this property in 2003 and it now
includes a trail for local residents. (Figure 2)

Figure 2. Jill Devlin Conservation
Easement (CE)

" This acreage is taken from the ROSI (which differs slightly from the ArcGIS analysis).
I As measured using the ArcGIS mapping.
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County of Morris

The Morris County Park Commission (MCPC) owns 290 acres of land in Mount Olive Township.
Flanders Valley Golf Course on Pleasant Hill Road covers 239 acres. In addition to operating as
a county golf course, Flanders Valley Golf Course serves as a wellfield for the Morris County
Municipal Utilities Authority (MCMUA).” MCPC owns 24 acres of land, in fee and easement, as
part of Patriots’ Path in the Township, and 26 acres of undeveloped property near Mount Olive
Township’s Drakes Brook Park.

State Parks and Open Space (Class 15C)

The State of New Jersey owns and manages 3,700 acres of land within Mount Olive Township:

e 2,756 acres: Allamuchy Mountain State Park boasts more than 30 miles of multi-use trails
for hiking, mountain biking, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing.

e 274 acres: Stephens State Park adjoins Allamuchy
Mountain State Park and offers hiking, camping,
fishing, and boating, as well as other recreational
activities.

e 222 acres: The South Branch Wildlife
Management Area (WMA) surrounds a portion of |
the South Branch of the Raritan River and includes
floodplain, woodland, and swamp.

e 214 acres: Budd Lake Bog Preserve supports a rare
black spruce-tamarack bog wetland habitat that is
connected to Budd Lake, New Jersey’s largest
naturally occurring lake and the headwaters for the
South Branch of the Raritan River. : _

e 75 acres: The Budd Lake WMA_ covers a portion =1 m= R =
of the Budd Lake Bog and adjoins Budd Lake
Preserve. (Figure 3)

e 093 acres: The Musconetcong River WMA
preserves the Musconetcong River that flows along the northern border of the Township.
The Musconetcong River begins at Lake Hopatcong and flows to the Delaware River.

e 65 acres: The NJDEP manages and owns another eight properties in Mount Olive
Township along the South Branch of the Raritan River and Musconetcong River.

£

Figure 3. Budd Lake Bog Preserve

Preserved Farms (Class 3A and 3B)

There are 319 acres* of preserved farmland in Mount Olive Township, 15% of all farmland in the
Township. In 2002, the Township purchased and preserved the former Charters Farm (66 acres)
in fee. Now known as the School Lunch Farm on Stephens Park Road, the development easement
was purchased by Morris County with a cost-share grant from the SADC and sold at an auction to
Ms. Margaret Noon. The remaining preserved farms were protected through the county and state
farmland programs. (Table 7. Preserved Farmland in Mount Olive Township)

k This acreage is from Table 7, and differs from the ArcGIS mapping. The acreage in Table 7 is from the property
surveys.
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The Cogger Farm, which includes 44 acres in Mount Olive Township, is part of a 91-acre preserved
farm in Chester Township. It is located next to the newly preserved open space acquired through
the development of the Regency property next to Flanders VaIIey Golf Course. Surgurdur Farms

off of Route 206 is a 26-acre preserved farm,
of which 24 acres are located in Chester
Township.

Non-Profit Preserves (Class 15C)

The Land Conservancy of New Jersey (TLC-
NJ) owns and manages South Branch
Preserve in Mount Olive Township, totaling
404 acres. Protecting the headwaters of the
South Branch of the Raritan River, the
Preserve is split into two sections. The
northern tract, located off Wolfe Road and
Route 46, hosts a 145-plot community
garden, farm, meadows, and trails. The
southern property had been partially
developed with 1% miles of road, a house
foundation and two large detention basins.
Restored by The Land Conservancy in 2010
to its natural state, the property features
walking trails, forested wetlands, and
streams that feed the South Branch of the
Raritan River.

(Figure 4)

Preserved Lands — Summary

5
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South Branch
Preserve

|

Figure 4. South Branch Preserve, North and
South Tracts

Mount Olive Township is 31 square miles, (19,840 acres). There are 6,925 acres of preserved land
in the Township, or 35% of the total land area. (Table 9).

Table 9. Preserved Land in Mount Olive Township
Owner (Description) Acres (GIS) | % of Township
Mount Olive Township (2009 ROSI) 2,212 11.1%
Morris County Park Commission 290 1.5%
NJDEP State Parks and WMAs 3,700 18.6%
Preserved Farms 319 1.6%
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Table 9. Preserved Land in Mount Olive Township

Owner (Description) Acres (GIS) | % of Township
Non-profit Preserves (TLC-NJ) 404 2.0%
Total (Preserved Lands): 6,925 34.9%

Public Land and Schools

Public Property — Township of Mount Olive

Mount Olive Township owns 279 acres of land for general
municipal purposes. This includes land for their emergency
services, including the fire department and ambulance. The
Township’s senior center and library sit on a 15-acre lot on
Flanders-Drakestown Road and are part of the municipal complex
located at that site. The Township also owns property for municipal
utilities, drainage areas, and properties which have been foreclosed.
The Board of Education owns 175 acres in the Township for the
High School, Middle School, and elementary schools. (Map 2)

Other Public Property
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Figure 6. Camp Pulaski
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Figure 5. Block 8500, Lot 26 (12 acres)
owned by Hackettstown in Mt. Olive

Netcong and Stanhope Boroughs, the Town of
Hackettstown, and Roxbury Township own property
within Mount Olive Township. Roxbury Township
owns two properties (Block 4600, Lots 12 and 32)
which adjoin Veterans Park in Roxbury Township.
These lots total 19 acres. Hackettstown owns 11 acres
of land which adjoins its municipal park,
Hackettstown Riverfront Park, a recreational area
along the Musconetcong River. (Figure 5) Stanhope
Borough owns and manages a well on a 3-acre parcel
of land on Continental Drive. Netcong Borough
operates a pump house on 21 acres along International
Drive.

The MCMUA owns 351 acres in Mount Olive
Township in several lots. The largest is Camp

Pulaski, a compost facility, which covers 332 acres of land in Mount Olive. The compost facility
accepts brush, Class C recyclables, grass clippings, and leaves.® (Figure 6)
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Morris County owns 25 acres associated with the former Longwood Valley Railroad, near the
Morris Canal.

The Musconetcong Sewage Authority owns and manages 19 acres on Continental Drive as part of
its operations.

The State of New Jersey owns 12 acres of land in Mount Olive Township which are associated
with the state roads throughout the Township.

Private Land — Farmland and Recreation

There are 2,185 farm assessed properties in the Township. (Map 4) The largest landowner, Mount
Olive Complex, owns 954 acres over 15 properties, in multiple lots in several locations in the
Township. Drakestown LLC on Flanders-Drakestown Road, Interverse Enterprise on Smithtown
Road, Ironbound Holdings along Route 46, and Marie Williams on Flanders-Drakestown Road
each own over 100 acres of farm assessed property in the Township. The 107-acre Perkowski Farm
on Old Mine Hill Road was actively farmed and is currently held in an estate.

There are 4 privately-owned properties used for recreation in the Township, all located along
Flanders-Netcong Road. This includes the 25-acre Camp Deeny Riback owned by the Jewish
Community Foundation. The camp is used during the summer months as a private day camp for
children ages 3% years old through 10" Grade. Centercourt is an outdoor pool complex and
provides private indoor sports facilities for soccer and lacrosse. Open since 1968, Fla-Net Park
Campground is a private campground facility. (Map 2) In addition, VVasa Park along Wolfe Road
is home to a banquet hall, and offers swimming, picnicking, and hunting (through membership to
a private hunt club). The banquet hall is available to the public by reservation.®
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HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

Mount Olive Township has leveraged its Open Space Trust Fund to preserve and protect its unique
historic structures and sites. The Township owns the Baptist Church and Academy buildings in
Mount Olive Village, and the Seward House at Turkey Brook Park. The buildings are on the
National Register of Historic Places (NR), are located on public property, and have received
restoration grant funds from the Morris County Preservation Trust and the State of New Jersey.
The Mt. Olive Open Space Trust was used as matching funds. The Morris Canal is another historic
treasure where the town is acquiring additional property and is working with the Canal Society of
New Jersey to make a statewide trail a reality. Other buildings of historic value are eligible for the
NR and may be suitable for future acquisition and preservation depending on availability and
opportunities for public use.

Local History

Mount Olive Township consists of two sections: Budd Lake, named for John Budd, who acquired
1,300 acres of land in the area in 1714, and Flanders, named for a group of early settlers who
vacationed in Flanders, Long Island.*® The Lenni-Lenape Indians were the first to settle in Mount
Olive Township. It is believed that they met near High Street, located off of Sand Shore Road near
the eastern shore of Budd Lake.!! The streams, lakes, and land that drew the Lenni-Lenape to this
area also drew the first European settlers. The first known European settlers to this region were
Peter Garbut and Francis Breck, who created the settlement formerly called Rattletown in 1713.

Mount Olive was originally incorporated as part of Roxbury Township in 1740, and soon after,
iron was discovered which led to the creation of mines and forgeries and to the growth of the
region.*?> Mount Olive Township split from Roxbury Township and was created on March 22,
1871, taking its name from Benjamin Olive, a local landowner.

Roads in the Township are named after settlers: Smithtown Road was named after the many Smiths
that lived there; Drakestown named for the Drakes; Bartley Road for the Bartley family; and
Waterloo, which had served as a French Army Officer’s hospital in 1740.%3

The Village of Flanders and the resort area surrounding Budd Lake served as an escape to the
country for individuals living in Newark and Manhattan during the 20" century. Vacationers
fleeing the cities lived in deluxe tent quarters throughout the summer as they swam, danced, dined,
and relaxed in the area surrounding the lake.*
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Historic Properties

Mount Olive’s history is exemplified in its historic homes, farms, and infrastructure associated
with the Morris Canal. Currently, with state and county funding, the Township is working to
renovate the 160-year-old Seward House and convert it into a museum and meeting place.® Other
important properties include the Flanders-Drakestown Road Bridge, Stephens Homestead, and
the Old Main Delaware, Lackawanna, and Western Railroad Historic District.® The historic
properties identified by the New Jersey State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and National
Register and are shown in Table 10 and on Map 3.

Table 10. National and State Historic Properties in Mount Olive

Map 3 ID#

Property/District
Name

Address or Location

Date of Decision

National Register (NR)
This abbreviation indicates that a property is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
1 Morris Canal Existing and former bed of Morris Canal | 10/1/1974
Mount Olive Village | Mount Olive Road and Flanders-

2 Historic District Drakestown Road 8/3/2015

3 Stephens Homestead g(;(r)kwnlow Grove Road, Stephens State 1/4/2013

4 ;Z\:\;]ard House and 30 Flanders Road (Turkey Brook Park) 12/24/2013

Bounded by Waterloo Road, Sussex
5 Waterloo Village Mine Railroad Embankment, Route 1-80, 4/28/2015

Historic District

and the existing Waterloo Village
Historic District'

State Register (SR)

This abbreviation indicates that a property is listed on the State Register of Historic Places.

6

Flanders Methodist
Episcopal Church

4 Park Place

7/16/2012

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Opinion
This is an opinion of eligibility issued by the State Historic Preservation Officer. It is in response to a
federally funded activity that will have an effect on historic properties not listed on the National

Register.
Budd Lake Sand Shore Road 1/5/1993
Prehistoric Site
; A. Drake Sawmill Netcong-Flanders Road 2/22/1995
Complex
8 Flanders-Drakestown | Flanders-Drakestown Road over South 10/17/2013

Road Bridge

Branch of Raritan River

"Waterloo Village is located primarily in neighboring Byram Township, with a small portion located in Mount Olive
Township within Allamuchy Mountain State Park. The site is listed by SHPO as being partially within Mount Olive.

Township of Mount Olive Open Space and Recreation Plan Update

22




Table 10. National and State Historic Properties in Mount Olive

Map 3 1D# Egﬁggrty/Dlstnct Address or Location Date of Decision
9 Flanders Historic Main Street (Flanders) 7/18/2005
District
10 Lower Mine Brook off Mine Hill Road 5/31/2011
Reservoir
. Morris and Essex Railroad right-of-way
E;gkl\;l\;!‘nr?;;vgare’ (NJ Transit Morristown Line) from
11 . Hudson, Hoboken City to Warren, 6/7/2004
Western Railroad . :
Historic District Washlngton Township, and then alqng
Warren Railroad to the Delaware River
Roadbed of the High | Enters through Washington Township in
12 Bridge Division of the southwestern corner of Mount Olive, 6/29/1989

the Central Railroad
of New Jersey

and serves as the starting point for the
Columbia Trail in Mount Olive

SHPO Certificate of Eligibility (COE)
A Certification of Eligibility is issued by the New Jersey State Historic Preservation Officer. For
properties not already listed on the New Jersey Register of Historic Places, a COE satisfies a
prerequisite to apply for funds from the New Jersey Historic Trust, as well as several county
preservation funding programs.

13

Mount Olive Baptist
Church and
Schoolhouse

131 Flanders-Drakestown Road

4/21/2003

Source: State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)

Site Descriptions

Waterloo Village Historic District

During the 18" century, Waterloo Village was an ironworking settlement and boasted an iron
forge, charcoal house, sawmill, gristmill, blacksmith shop and three stone homes. After 1795, all
operations were shut down, other than the gristmill, which continued well into the 19" century. At
that time, John Smith acquired the land with the intention to turn the Village into a hub, with a
railway, canal, and roads meeting in this location. This came to fruition when the Morris Canal
and the Morris and Essex Railroad were made to pass through Waterloo Village. This popularity
was fleeting as the rail line moved from Waterloo and the Morris Canal was shut down in 1903.
The property changed hands multiple times and is now owned by the NJDEP within Allamuchy
Mountain State Park. Today, the historic site includes several dozen buildings with trails located
throughout the site.!’ The Village is situated mostly within Byram Township with a small section
in Mount Olive.
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Seward Homestead

The Seward Homestead is located at
the entrance to Turkey Brook Park on
Flanders Road. The land that Turkey
Brook Park is on today was once the
farm that the Seward family lived on in
the 19" century. The construction date
for the homestead is unknown, but it is
likely that the main section was built
sometime in the mid-1860s. The
Seward Homestead is on the National
Register of Historic Places because its
architecture is an example of a stone
farmhouse with elements of Italianate
style constructed in the mid-nineteenth
century. (Figure 7)*8

Morris Canal

The Morris Canal is located along the northern
border of Mount Olive Township, where it
travels through the historic Waterloo Village,
and closely follows the path of the
Musconetcong River. (Map 3) The Morris
Canal was a significant  engineering
accomplishment of its day and transported
goods from the rural areas of the state to urban
centers from the mid-1800s to early-1900s.
(Figure 8) At its height, the Morris Canal
stretched 102 miles from Jersey City to
Phillipsburg and covered a total change in
elevation of 1,674 feet. The Morris Canal
became obsolete in the early 1900s and it now
exists as the Morris Canal Greenway. The Canal
Society of New Jersey seeks to preserve the
surviving pieces of the canal in partnership with
County, State, and local agencies.*®

In Mount Olive, an unpaved section of the
former towpath follows a water-filled portion of
the Canal through state property, near Stanhope

Figure 7. Seward Homestead

NEW JERSEY

Figure 8. Morris Canal Greenway

Borough. Other sections of the Morris Canal in the municipality border Route 80 near Allamuchy
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Mountain State Park. The Township is in the process of acquiring and preserving a portion of the
Morris Canal which includes an inclined plane adjoining Waterloo Village behind Givaudan.

Stephens Homestead

The Stephens Homestead on Willow Grove Road in Stephens State Park is on the National Register
as it is a prime example of Second Empire architecture applied to a farmhouse. There is also a lime
kiln on the property. The Stephens Homestead was the home of Amzi Chapman Stephens and is
believed to be built around 1870. The Stephens family is considered to be one of the first important
families in Mount Olive.?

Mount Olive Township Historical Society

The Mount Olive Township Historical Society collaborates with the Township for protecting and
stewarding local historic sites and districts. The Society provides local expertise on grant
applications, docents for educational interpretive tours and programs, and identifying properties
suitable for historic markers. 2* The Society is most active with the maintenance, historic
renovations, and programming at the Seward House and Baptist Church, both owned by the
Township.
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PLANNING CONSISTENCY

One of the objectives of the Open Space and Recreation Plan Update is to ensure that the open
space and recreation goals