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New Jersey State League of Municipalities
Pledge Form for challenge of COAH regulation

The | | pledges the amount of
$ | |to the League of Municipalities for the purposes of a legal
challenge to set aside the proposed COAH 3rd round regulations.

We understand that no funding will be collected, until the League Executive Board
directs the League to challenge the regulations.

Mayor:

Name: | l
Phone: L |

Fax: | —|

Signature:

Administrator/Manager or Clerk:

Name: | |

Phone: | |

Fax. | |

Signature:

Before we seek to collect any contributions, League staff will contact you to verify the
pledge and advise of any developments.

This form can be faxed to 609-695-0151, attention Shirley Cade.

Thank You. L ' Click he_ra:t&fprint_ this form e

William G. Dressel, Jr.
Executive Director

Phone: (609) 695-3481 ext. 122
bdressel@njsim.com
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t New Jm«-m are preparing to fig } taseries

Munieipal govermnents through
_ ot new afferdable-housing rules th
oroperty taxes, already the highest

he nation,

0 STAR-LEDGER VIDEQ

online promotions

One angty connmitieenan sald thal once voters understand what hivmakers
- Clearing the INS hurdle 10 Trenton did last week during a beadlong rush to pass the state budget,
there will be outrage.

"I don't think a lot of towns realize what's hit them vet,” said David Sandahl, a
conmmiticeman in Hopewell ‘Fownship, He is helping spearhead one of the
tegal challenges, and more than 100 towns have signed on,

Their discontent is focused oni a 1-2 punch from state government. In the

spring, new miles approved by the New Jersev Council on Affordable Housing

greatly increased the amount of low-cost housing that towns are required to

bmlg Then, on Mondiy, the state Senate approv cedn sweeping housing bill
among other things, restricted how much money towns can collect to
thage obligations.

* News videg.

ulfil

al officials sav, the new measures will cost towns
the next 10 years, giving them ne choice but to

Taken in tandem, murnd
56 billion to $7 billion over
boost taxes,

"he real irony is that in providing affordable housing in New Jersey, we've
going to end up increasing property taxes, which will make housing less

affordable,” Sandah] said. SPECIAL
competes f()l Q yimgle PROIECTS &

spat Assernbly Speaker Joseph Roberts (D-Camden), the author of the legislation, REPORTS
said Jast week Gov. Jon Corvine assured him the bill (A500/81783) will be
signed into law.

‘The skirmish is the latest in New Jersey's decades-long housing wars, a
tortured campaign that has pitted houqang advocates and builders against
suburbs.

Sen. Ray Lesnialk, a prime sponsor of the bill, said towns are overreacting,
MORE N} PHOTOS » .nahe pledged iawmd\zzh will return in the fall to establish an di?a]i“dxlb}(?“

housing trust fand to help pay for construction with federal dollars,

NI VOICES ) —_— :
"I don't think the municipalities have anything te worty about,” Lesniak (D-
Fwill

Now you'rs taiking, Mew Union) sald, "I anything, they'l have more funds. IF will be a more
comnprehensive, one-stop shopping approach for atfo ie-housing dollars.”

ing for a few good.
blegaers 8:01 a.m. BT Some town officials view soch promises warily.

\ﬁc‘ic (‘,oxccuinm "} e

"I don't believe him,” said Clinton 'l‘c.msin'p
met more mayors over the | ;

insulted over this, And they
talking something that's their problem an
problem,”

" m ]_ :r.huje ,ro George
Larlin 12:24 a.m. ET

MORE NI VOICES »

Already, two separate efforts -- one by the State League of Municipalities that
claims more than 100 participants, and another by Clinton Township that
includes 20 fowns - are being ovganized to challenge the legalitv of the new
rules.

COAH'S ROLE

MORRISTOWN GREEN

New Jersey’s housing wars have raged since 1975, when the state Supreme
Court issued the first in a series of decisions that attacked the pattern of

http://www.nj.com/news/ledger/topstories/index.ssf/2008/06/nj_towns_mobilizing_against... 6/30/2008
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segregal c‘d suburban development. In what became known as the Mount
’ . ~ Lauref rut the court established that every town has an obligation to
. Aﬂf—‘?—”—ﬂ; pelition will  ghoulder a fair shave of the state's affordable-housing needs.
g¢ pelore
voters 11:24 p.m

Towns first ignored the decisions, then bitterly fought them, and eveniud
© lawmakers crea ted I'tf(._ ‘eof sorts in the Council en Affordable Housing,
1sing plans, COAH or ovided legal
Laibo it tin Roglomﬁ
5 o take on their
HEERINGIHANDS hmhmﬂﬁ")iiy,,ﬂ?aol s — at cut-rate prices tha? St i, sz aged $20,000 8
unit.
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Supporters of the pract
necded housing money mi‘; &
packing poor minoritic 0 ¢iti

In 2005, Assernbly Speaker Joe Robeits (D-Camden) announced hiy
means fewer meniors intention to eliminate RCAs. Along with Lesniak, he vvroduud the housing

for kigs in need Lilt that passed Monday.
a.m. ET

The New Jersev Regional Coalition, a collection of faith-based groups and
comimunily organizers, Ceveloped broad support for the measure, which
sailed through both legislative hotses with minimal debate,

A lesser-noticed provision in the bill, however, limits the fees th at towns can
charge commercial developers. Oppn.ﬁaemt say the provision will cost towns
HELPING HANDS » billions of dollars when combined with the new COAH regulations. which
require one new affordable unit for every five market-rate units or 5,714

square feet of commerdial space,

LEDGER ON TWITTER

Under the old rules, a municipality eould pay for the sffordable housing by
assessing fees on the developer etinal to the cost of the housing.

Follow our Twitter feads:

Under A500/S1783, rules regarding costs for residential developersare
unchanged, But non-residential developers could be charged only a flat fee of
2.5 percent.

"It's abundantly clear to us there is no way that a 2.5 percent fee is going to
cover the cost of affordable housing that is being put on our municipaiities,”
said William Dressel, exeentive director of the New Jersey League of
TWEETS » Municipalities.

Roberts did not return calls seeldng conument.

ADVERTISEMENT
CRUEL MATH

Dressel and Coreodilos said a comnerstone of their lawsuits will be a long-
12 provision established beth in the Mount Laurel decisions and the
' Housing Act of 1985 that exempted fowns from paying for the housing
themselves,

Sofck he‘f tosave at Pelizarine  ‘The cost usually was absorbed by builders, who aither paid the fees or
] neluded some low-cost units in lavge-scale housing developments,

Sandahi, the Hopewell Township comumittecman, said his town has approved
& million square feet of office development not yet huilt.

That development will reguire the construction of $160 million worth of
affordable housing, But the touwnship will be allowed to collect only $38
million in fees, Sandahl sald. That's a $122 million shortfall in atown with an
annual budget of $20 million.

"None of the }}or}lm‘ advocating for this thing has been able to answer the
guestion, "Wherve does the money come from?' Nobody wants to do the math,
Sandaly said.

"

Envirenmentalisis and housing advocates have long accused towns of
approving vast amounts of mmmeremi and high-end residential development
without regard for where we riing-class people will live. Lesniak said
Sandahl's numbers don't fake info account state and federal aid Hopewel!
Township might tap.

Still, Sandahl and others said such funds would quickly evaporate given the
statewide need.

By Sandahl's math, the statewide difference between COAH requivements
and funds raised by the 2.5 percent development fee will be $5.8 billion over
the niext 10 years.

Philip Caton, a city planuer and a speetal master for abeut 50 Superior Court
cases dealing with affordable housing, puts the number at $7.1 bd%ou

"I eame up with these numbers as a cold bucket of water in the face so people
vealize the magnibude of this,” satd Caton. who added he still supports
A500/81783. "Thisis a real issue.”

See more in News
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